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WASHINGTON, lAprU 1 
1 Seventeen heavily a^ed Cuban 
■exiles planning to ajttack a So- 
viet tanker off Cuba were 
selied yesterday a British 
force on a solitary Islet in the 
Bahamas chain. 

The men and a 3i -foot twin* 
engine motor launen carrying 
a cannon and two heavy ma- 
.chine guns with explosive bul- 
lets were taken in IcuBtody at 
the tiny Island* called Norman 
Key, a silver of land 200 miles 
north of Cuba. \ 

The seizure apparently oc- 
curred when the racers came 
ashore to prepare fot the run. 

I However, a sec.ond (rchel boat 
belonging to the "ciban anti- 
communist Army,’ ( a small 
antl-Caslro grovip haier* in Mi- 
ami. was . reported to have 
eluded capture and tp be sail- 
ing toward Cuba witli a cargo 
of weapons for unpefground 
fighters on the islan I’s north- ; 
ern coast. 

Capture la Confljmed 
-The capture of the 17 W’as an- 
nounced this aftemm by ref- 
ugee spokesmen in Miami. It 
was confirmed by the British 
and United States Gov ?mments. 

It was understood t^at word 
of the seizure of the party, led 
by Maj. Evelio Duque, knowm 
as a leader of arti-Castro 
forces in the Cuban mountains, 
had been radioed to Miami bji 
the shipper- of the bof t carry- 
Ing arm.B for rebels. 

The capture was m?de by. a 
detachment of Bahamian police*- 
'men who flew to th4 island. 
The captives were placed aboard 
Ithe British frigate Londonderry 
Ito be taken to Nassau, Ihe capi- 
Ital of the Bahama.s, wlere any 

■ action to t>e taken wo ild re.st 

■ with the Governor of the Ra- 
|hamas. 

The capture '\yas apparently 
Ithe fir.st re.sult of an agteenicni,' 

■ worked out late la.st week by 
IWashington and London], to co- 
loperate m preventing i^id.s by 
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opponents of Premieg Fidel Cas- 
tro. I 

The agreement primarily caljls 
for an exchange of loteHlgence 
Information on the rebels. It 
was understood ton^ht that the 
United States had advised the 
British that a suspicious situa- 
tion had developed around Nor- 
man Key, N 

But, de.splte rebel charoes, an 
Administration spokesmim.said. 
United States forces did^^t 
participate directly In the sei- 
zure. . 

Two raids last month led to 
serious concern here ' that 
cri.sjs could develop between the 
Soviet Union and the United 
States. 

The Soviet freighter Lgov 
was attacked March 17 by com- 
mandoes of the Alpha 66 group. 
On March '28. a group known 
as “Commando L’* attacked the 
freighter Baku. 

The Soviet Union charged the 
United States with responslbU- 
ily: for the.se raids and hinted 
. Uiat it might have to a,rm or 
escort merchantmen to prevent 
jv'w attacks. 

Over the weekend, the Ad- 
nunlstration took measures to 
halt the rebel raids 6n the 
gtound that they violated laws 
of the United States and Inter- 
fered with Its foreign policy. 
Among other steps, 25 antl-Cast 
tro. loaders were ordered con- 
fined to the area of Dade 
County, which surrounds Miami. 

Strengthened air and sea pa- 
trols of the Caribbean and the 
plan to cooperate with Britain 
completed the arriurgements. 

Senators Approve 

While Cuban exiles reacted 
with a mixture of anger, de- 
fiance and gloom, leaders in the 
J^nate said they approved. 

The Majority Leaders, Senator] 
Mike Mansfield of Montana, 
said that much as he s\Tn-; 
pathlzed with the anti-Ca.stro 
group.s, “they cannot take the 
law into their qwn hands.” 

The Republican leader. Sen- 
ator Everett McKinley DIrksen 
of Illinois, described rebel raids 
as having “no effect except to 
stir up a lot of trouble.” 

Senator Wayne Morse. Ore- 
gon Democrat, who Is ch^rman 
of the Senate subcommittee on 
Latin America, said that tf the 
United States found Itself again 
ronfronling the Soviet Union. 
"!t should h#» on behalf or our- 
,«ivcs and not because we were 
forced into it by a hot-headed 
group of guests In our own 
house’” 

The agreement with Britain 
to .seek to control the rapidly 
increasing numbers of exile ac- 
tions was deemed necessary be- 
cause ma^ raiders use British 
Islets and keys as staging areas. 

Britain’s role hinges on elim- 
inating “Ulict” use of British 
territory’. 

But the Immense complexity 
of halting the raids is indi- 
rated bv the fact that there are 
hundreds of key.s and rocks un- 
der the British flag In the Car- 
ibbean. In fact, a British Km- 
ba.ssy spokesman said, “they 
never counted.” 
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By using these mostly unin- 
habited islets and roqks as bases 
the e.xiles avoid charges that 
they mount raids from united 
_Stare.«s territory and thereby vi- 
olate neutrality laws. 

Transfer From Mainland 

In practice, motor launchesl 
and military equipment are gen-[ 
erally stored on one of the keys 
after they have been brought 
from the United States main- 
land. The raider.s then arrive 
in another boat from Florida, 
often m a fishing boat, and 
tranf^er to their vessel on the 
kev, ■ ' 

The detail.s of yesterday’s ac-| 
tion at Norman Key were| 

• akimpy and contradictory. 

Dr. Orlando Bosch, a spoke.s-| 
man for the “Cuban antl-Com-i 
munUt army,” contended that I 
. the capture of Major Duque’a I 
boat took place in international I 
waters. He called it an “act of | 
piracy." 

But a communique Issued by I 
the Bahamas Government In I 
Nassau reported the detention I 
of 17 men who landed ycster-l 
day on a key in the Exuma Is-| 
lands ” 

Police Investigated 
Both the State and the De- 
fense Departments .seemed at 
first completely unaware of the 
Incident. A State Department 
spokesman later confirmed it. 

In the evening, Lincoln 
White, a Stats Department 
spokesman, said that the Ba- 
hamian police force had gone 
to Norman Key to investigate a 
report provided by the United 
Slates. 

During the follow-up. Mr 
White 5 aicl. one rebel boat I 
landed on the key and Major I 
Duque and his men were taken | 
into custody. 

When the Londonderry ar- 
flycd, Mr. White said, the raid- 
ers, were transferred to the | 
frigate. , . « 

ITie case is now a “British )| 
matter,” be said. 

Despite the capture of the! 
rebel boat, the outloolT Indicated I 
Cuban exile groups would seek|| 
to continue their raids. 

In Miami. Dr. Bosch said thatl] 




the second boat of, the “Ouban 
antitCommunut army” wai sail- 
ing to Cuba 4^d “If It Is iaken 
it will have |j to be taken by 
force.” • ’ E . 
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I LONDON. April 1— The Ad- 
'miralty said tnartnes rrom the 
Londonderry jhad gone ashore 
Iwith the Bahamian policemen 
Ito capture me Cubans, who 
■were armed l^ut put up no re- 
|slstance. No jlshots were fired. 

The Cubads' launch, now 
■manned by rden from London- 
|deny. Is bein j taken to Nassau. 

The Londonderry sailed from 
■Bermuda oh Siatuiday bound for 
■the tiny Island, which Is part 
■of the Ehcumik group. 

I There are hundreds of British 
llslands in th6 Caribbean. 

Cuba protested to Brittain on 
iFeb. 23, charging the Islands 
|w^ being ua^ by anti-Castro 
■refugees, ^e] protest has not 
|yet been answered. 

A Foreign jbffice spokesman 
■said today thait Britain was de 


termlned to do all she could to 
prevent the Illicit use of Brit- 
ish territory In the Caribbean. 

The spokesman was ' asked 
whether this meant Britain 
would seek to keep commandos 
of the Castro regime from kid- 
napping Cuban exiles, as well 
as keeping the exiles from at 
tacking Cuba. 

"We would be concerned abou 
the use of British territory for] 
any illicit purpose,” the spokes- 
man replied. * 

American; Among Raiders 

MIAMI, April 1 (UPD— The| 
17-man raiding party w« said 
to have been led by an Amer- 
ican. 

He was identified here as 
Jerry Buchanan, brother of 
James Buchanan of the Sun- 
Sentinel of Pompano Beach, 
Fla. 

A spokesman at the papprl 
said Jerry had been flown to 
Nassau from Norman Key, 
where the group was seized, and 
had talked with his brother by 
telephone. 


